Eightmile River Wild and Scenic Watershed
The Eightmile River Wild and Scenic River program received designation in May of 2008 with partial federal funding being received in the summer of 2009. Although full financial support has not as yet been realized, we have sufficient
backing to fill the Program Manager position formerly held by Damon Hearne. At this writing we are narrowing the search and the new hire will be in place by the time you are reading this. Now that we have finally made it into the funding sequence as a federally recognized Wild and Scenic River we anticipate increased funding by early 2010, and we are enthusiastic about how ERWSCC will better serve the watershed communities. The purpose of Eightmile River Wild and Scenic designation is to protect the watershed’s Outstanding Resource Values (ORV’s) as identified in the river 
Management Plan - These ORV’s include:
- Diverse and Complex Geology
- Exceptional Water Quality.
- Unimpaired Surface and Groundwater Hydrology.
- Suite of Unique Species/Natural Communities.
- Intact Cultural Landscape
- Integrated Watershed Ecosystem
To view the Management Plan and the numerous scientific studies that led to designation go to  ww.eightmileriver.org. One of the first undertakings of the Eightmile River Wild and Scenic Coordinating Committee (ERWSCC) in support of the Management Plan was working with the three watershed towns to institute the Watershed Overlay District. Administered and regulated by the Lyme Planning and Zoning Commission, the district is a narrow strip of land of up to 100 feet along perennial water courses. The District’s goal is to preserve water quality, maintain fish and wildlife habitat, filter nutrients and reduce sediment runoff. To learn more about the zone and homeowner responsibilities go to www.eightmileriver.org/zone. Last fall, as part of the outreach initiative to introduce the new zone, ERWSCC rolled out the RiverSmart Program. A mailer was sent to the three watershed towns suggesting ways to keep our streams, rivers and forests “clean and green”. A household taking the pledge to institute the eight backyard tips, such as reducing, or better yet, eliminating lawn and garden chemicals, receives an information packet and a RiverSmart sign. Details on each tip and the Pledge are found at
www.eightmileriver.org/RiverSmart. Last October ERWSCC hosted a land use summit with local, state and federal
conservation groups and agencies to assess the role of land conservation in protection of the watershed’s ORV’s. By broadening the base of participants to include state and federal groups we were looking to identify other resource
options to provide funding for land conservation. This effort is still in the beginning stages, what with the current economic situation, as well as our own funding challenges, but it is our hope that this collective approach will result in
new land protection opportunities. ERWSCC welcomes your thoughts and suggestions. The committee meets every
other month according to the schedule published on our website at www.eightmileriver. org. Town representatives to the committee include me, Parker Lord, and Roger Dill. The Lyme Land Conservation Trust is represented by Linda
Bireley and Ralph Lewis. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Anthony Irving, Chairman
