Rogers Lake Authority
Seemingly in common with lakes throughout the region, Rogers Lake has seen a substantial increase in invasive weed cover. Despite mowing, the central corridor between the north and south basins, the area north of Picnic Island, and Haines Park have been especially troublesome by reason of their shallow depths, interfering in varying degrees with use by rowers, fishermen, motorboats, and swimmers alike. All lakes begin to die from inception, particularly where deciduous trees, grasses, and shrubbery provide additional annual nutrient loading. As noted in the past,
limiting fertilization, buffer plantings and husbandry of the lake's surrounds and watershed contribute measurably to slowing degradation or arresting it in some areas. But these measures pale in the face of current invasive weed growth levels, perhaps spawned by minimal winter ice and snow cover and increased temperatures from global warming. Past reaction to herbicide controls has led the Rogers Lake Authority to explore other treatment methods. No one panacea emerges. Impressive results have emerged elsewhere from imaginative combinant solutions - benthic mats for individual property weed suppression (thus killing weeds by limiting sunlight), hand removal with  roots by volunteers, dredging to deepen bottoms beyond light levels needed for photosynthesis, winter drawdowns to freeze and kill invasive plants.
Bonding would undoubtedly be requisite for dredging, but in the current fiscal climate budget cuts are priorities for municipalities and the state. However, coordination of a broad scale volunteer effort by the Rogers Lake Authority to
address the weed problem may be in the offing. Stay tuned, and for individual properties consider benthic mats as a moderately priced potential solution.On a separate note, the physical area limit of a 260 acre lake mandates courtesy
and reasonable parental controls in timing to accommodate the somewhat inconsistent needs of waterskiers, wakeboards, jet skis, outboards, over 35 inboard/outboards, and swimmers, sailors, kayaks, rowers, fishermen, ducks, swans, geese, and lakeside residents simply trying to survive the summer. Monitoring of permitted maximum motor size using the state boat launch area by a RLA designee addresses some of these concerns. Even more important is operator adherence to the Connecticut restriction of slow-no-wake within 100 feet from shore for boats and the similar 200 foot slow-no-wake restriction for jet skis. There are points of congestion where individual property owners bear a disproportionate burden - for example, the areas around Picnic Island, where the lake is less than four hundred feet in width - hence jet skis are in violation of state statutes when passing through this area at other than steerage speed. By reason of its size and periodic congestion, those using the lake need to be vigilant to avoid both catastrophic injury and stress levels for others. The fallen skier, narrowly missed by the following operator, the two foot depth where a fallen branch could easily impale a falling skier, the resident trying to swim while boats pass too closely by all will benefit from power boat operators being cognizant of the risks on this small body of water and acting accordingly.

Respectfully submitted,
Fred Holth, Chairman
